CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the League Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 21st October 2015.
Attendees: N.Oram, P.Tustain, G.Cook, T.Holmes, B.Hill, P.Daly, I.Swales, J.Hunt, S.Arlin, I.Hamilton
Apologies: M.Neave, I.Sercombe, B.Overington, D. Johnson, T.Onions.
Matters Arising 
League Secretary raised the question with the GFA:
If there is a club referee being used, does it negate that club referee being named as a substitute in the same game?

League Secretary raised the issue with the GFA of a referee that we chose not to offer registration on the league to,  being appointed to County Cup games that involve our clubs. 

Ian Swales issue raised in regards to the rolling substitutes rolling between fixtures appears to be resolved with the following: 

3.  CONTROL OF PLAYERS
 (a)  A player who leaves the field of play for ANY reason is permitted to take part in  another  game  which  is  taking  place  at  the same  time, 
unless  the  Competition Rules state otherwise.
Thanks to Tony H for researching this. 

League Secretary had it confirmed by Pete Daly that he still wishes to remain on the League Management Committee. 

Only one club so far has applied formally to host any of the Charity Semi-finals. (Dowty Dynamos)

Deadline is the 30th November. League Secretary will send a reminder out in November. 

League Secretary  emailed all clubs with instruction under Rule 5h in terms of informing the GFA of suspension end dates. 

League Secretary Report 
Completed the Debt recovery application in regards to Northway sent to the GFA. They have now given Northway a further 14 days to settle otherwise Debt recovery against each player will commence. Players will then be on the sine-die list until they settle their portion of the debt. 

Completed Uhlsport Football order – 43 footballs for various clubs. 

Updated all the usual parties with our change of Referees Secretary and Disciplinary/Rule Infringements merger under Tony.
Brockworth queried their points deduction relating to them fielding players who have played at a higher level and were in-eligible in terms of numbers to drop down. 
I communicated the distinct differences between the two offending clubs.
League Chairman formally thanked Pete Daly for his efforts during his tenure as Referees Secretary on behalf of the League Management Committee.

Tribute to Pete’s work also highlighted in the Echo.

Frampton United contacted me in regards to finding someone from Gloucester Elmleaze in relation to damage to their changing room during a county cup game. Presume this has all been resolved as I have heard nothing more. 
Tewkesbury Town v Cheltenham Civil Service Reserves and the apparent return of very poor behaviour in a selection of games. The Committee discussed this and are awaiting GFA disciplinary action. 
Appeal by Bredon
Bredon will be represented by Steve Arlin and despite the Committee being extremely sympathetic to the appeal, hands were tied by the FA’s new Standard Conduct of Rule, hence the appeal failed. Bredon were encouraged to take this to the WFA if they wished to revisit. 
FC Lakeside 

FC Lakeside are going through a difficult period in terms of administration following lots of changes at the club, most notably being their long standing Secretary leaving her role at the end of last season. They were represented by their Chairman and current Secretary. FC Lakeside were offered a mentor and as all clubs are an open communication route to the Committee. 
Action on FC Lakeside to contact League Secretary with a mentor request. 

GFA

Several items of note raised with the GFA. As always, the GFA have been very good at responding to the League. 

As reported in the local press, the GFA are looking for possible locations in the North for another 4G pitch location. 
Roles and Responsibilities 
The table as distributed after the last meeting was discussed and several blanks filled in. This will be sent out again and reviewed at the next meeting. Signs are encouraging. 
Charity Cup Draw
This was completed using full-time as we did at the AGM. The draw is now available to view on full-time. 

Charity Game Update

John H provided an update and all is looking good ahead of the game on November the 11th at Bishops Cleeve FC. 

Action on League Secretary to encourage clubs to support this event which is in aid of Children in Need. 

Rule Offences / Disciplinary
See attached, this is the last report completed by Ian Swales and he was thanked for all his efforts and hard work. Tony Holmes is now taking on both the above roles. 
Treasurers Report
Matt sent his apologies and did not have anything urgent to raise. 
Referees Secretary

Ian S. Is settling in nicely to his new role and is working with both Steve Tanner (GFA RDO) and Steve Oakey in regards to setting up another course for our league and folks interested in refereeing adult football. We are still suffering a shortage of referees. 
Ian will also organise a meeting at the end of the season for all cup final officials as well as a pre-season meeting as was completed for this season. 

Ian will look at all appointments whereby a referee may have some connection with a club or clubs in the same division. He did not foresee any issues with this. 

Ian wanted to publically offer a vote of thanks to Pete D for his handover and the help he had provided. 
Major disciplinary issues displayed by a very small minority of players / management at FC Barometrics this season was discussed by the Committee. 

This has involved several referees and has been witnessed first -hand by 3 members of the management committee.

The most recent episode took place last Saturday and is still being dealt with by the GFA. 

Due to seriousness of this, the Committee took the decision to withdraw this weekends’ fixture and contact FC Barometrics to look at a way forward. 

The disciplinary record of at least one of the players is a major cause for concern and the behaviour displayed will not be tolerated on the Cheltenham League. 

League Secretary to email FC Barometrics and give them 7 days to respond on what actions they are going to take to resolve this. 

It was commented by all that FC Barometrics are a good, well run club with a respected Secretary and Chairman. However this reputation is being soiled by a small minority who are behaving in a way that is not conducive to how the League wishes to operate. 

Standing orders suspended at 21:00 – proposed by Gordon Cook – agreed by all. Meeting continued. 
Registration Secretary

Registration numbers issue for County Cup games. 
Action on Nick O to show Phil T how to do this, so Phil can send this list out in future. 

Phil to investigate a Kings fixture whereby it is still only showing 10 players and chase an outstanding registration form. 
Results Secretary

Given the late hour, Ben had nothing he wished to add. 

Fixtures Secretary

John reported that all was going well. He did get involved with the County Cups Committee who appear to be showing no flexibility in regards to kick-off times and assist Cheltenham United in their up coming County Cup Match. It was then disappointing that Cheltenham United then withdrew from the game due to lack of available players. 

Action on League Secretary to contact the GFA in regards to flexibility in kick-off times in the County Cup, especially when we are using a shared pitch facility with different games scheduled to kick-off at different times. 
FC Barometrics requested a postponement of their fixture on December 12th due to players not being available accepted. 

FA Cup Ticket Application Process

Sub Committee to be formed to manage this. 
Any Other Business
Tony H raised the issue of corner flags and general pitch markings. 
Action on Referees Secretary to re-iterate this to Referees. 

Next League Charity/Futures  Meeting Thursday 12th November  2015 at 7pm – Dowty Club
Next League Management Meeting Wednesday 25th November  2015 at 7pm – Victory Club
